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Cranston

Herskovits “

“ahuman right is a universal moral right, something of which al men, everywhere, at all times ought

to have, something of which no one may be deprived without a grave affront to justice, something

which is owing to every human being simply because he is human.” RENTELN, Alison Dundes
Internacional Human Rights. Universalism Versus Relativism Sage

“all human rights derive from the dignity and worth inherent in the human person, and that the human
person is the central subject of human rights and fundamental freedoms.”

“the universal nature of these rights and freedoms is beyond question.”
I.1.

“cultural relativism is a philosophy which, in recognizing the values set up by every society to guide
its own life, lays stress on the dignity inherent in every body of custom, and on the need for tolerance
of conventions though they may differ from one’s own.” RENTELN, Alison Dundes
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FLUEHR-LOBBAN, Carolyn. Cultural Relativism and Universal Rights. Active Voices. The
Online Journal of Cultural Survival. http://www.cs.org/AVoicedartivles/L evel Four-Fluehr
L obban.htm [19/06/2000]

HOWARD, Rhoda. Cultural Absolutism and the Nostalgia for Community. Human Rights Quarterly

DONNELLY, Jack. Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice. Ithaca; Cornell

HOWARD, Rhoda

DONNELLY, Jack
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Fluehr-L obban “
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Alison Dundes Renteln
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FLUEHR-LOBBAN, Carolyn

“when reasonable persons from different cultural backgrounds agree that certain institutions or
cultural practices cause harm, then the moral neutrality of cultural relativism must be suspended.”

RENTELN, Alison Dundes
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Wong Kan Seng “

18

“It was written up by the victorious powers at the end of World War 11, which meant the US and the
British primarily, as well as the French, the Russian and the Chinese. The Russian did not believe a
single word of what they signed in the declaration. The Chinese were in such a mess they had to
pretend they were espousing the inalienable rights and liberties of man to get American aid to fight
the communists, who were threatening them in 1945. So the victors settled the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, and every nation that joined the UN was presumed to have subscribed to it.”
BURTON, Sandra, Society versus the Individual L

LOH, Christine The Vienna Process and the Importance of Universal Sandards
in Asia DAVIS, Michael C. (ed.), Human Rights and Chinese Values: legal, philosophical and
political perspectives.
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James C. Hsiung

“ Shared

Values”
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“international consensus on human rights is till fragile”; “human rights do not exist in an abstract
and moral pristine universe.” The Real Worl of Hunan Rights. Wong Kan Seng

ZOLLER, Adrien-Claude. The Political Context of the World Conference. Human Rights Monitor.

GHALI, Yash, Asian Perspectives on Human Rights,

“the rights of individuals do not outweigh those of society. [...] The focus, therefore, is on wholeness
rather than individuality, on simultaneous rights for all parties instead of the person’s rights against
another’s. They are human “rights’ only if they do not spawn human “wrongs’ against society.”
HUSUNG, James C. Human Rights in an East Asian Perspective HSIUNG, James C. Human
Rightsin an East Asian Perspective. Paragon House
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Wang Gungwu

26

23

24

25

26

“placing society above self, upholding the family as the building block of society, and resolving
major issues throughout consensus instead of contention.” GHAI, Yash

WACKS, Raymond. The End of Human Rights?

“...the subject’s rights were expressed in terms of the rules of propriety due to him, and the ruler’s

rights in terms of the subject’s loyalty which he could expect...Propriety and loyalty were not simply

duties; they were also, implicitly, rights in a given reciprocal relationship.” WANG Gungwu. Power,

Rights, and Duties in Chinese History. NG, Margaret
Are Rights Culture-bound? DAVIS, Michael C. (ed.)

8 C:\internet\ISSUED8\PG3C.DOC
P/2003/11/03



27

28 29

30

31

Dharma

Manu 2 Svayambhuva

Dharma
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“The gentleman takes office in order to do his duty”. The Analects of Confuncius
D.C.Lau Penguim Books XVII, 7 Publicagbes
Europa-América

“To Govern isto be upright”

X 17
Xl 6
DU Gangjian SONG Gang. Relating Human Rights to Chinese Culture: The Four Paths of the
Confuncian Analects and the Four Principles of a New Theory of Benevolence. DAVIS,
Michael C. (ed.)
Svayambhuva

PANNIKAR. Is the Notion of Human Rights a Western Concept? STEINER, Henry J. e
ALSTON, Philip. International Human Rights in Context. Law, Politics, Morals. Clarendon
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“Authoritarianism has in many states been raised to the level of nationa ideology, with the
deprivation of the rights and freedoms of their citizens, which are denounced as foreign ideas
inappropriate to the religious and cultura traditions of Asia. Instead there is the exhortation of
spurious theories of ‘ Asian values' which are a thin disguise for their authoritarianism.”

[online]. ASIAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION. http://www.hk.

super.net/~ahrchk/ahr.htm [13103/1998] 15

“thereisarisk that tolerance for diversity will be used as a shield for dictators Thisis unacceptable.
[...] Diversity cannot justify gross violations of human rights.” The Real World of Human Rights
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1.2

7 “While advocating cultural pluralism, those cultural practices which derogate from universaly

accepted human rights, including women’s right, must not be tolerated. As human rights are of
universal concern and are universal in value, the advocacy of human rights cannot be considered to
be an encroachment upon national sovereignty.”

1

* Cultural traditions affect the way in which a society organises relationships within itself, but they do

not detract from the universalism of rights which are primarily concerned with the relationship of
citizens with the state and the inherent dignity of persons and groups.” 2.2

39
“we Asian people must eliminate those cultural featuresin our own cultures which are contrary to the

universal principles of human rights’. 6.2
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“old imperialism ways do not die. They merely metamorphose. Almost as soon as colonies became
independent colonialism by other means was initiated.[...] A new international order was enunciated
in which the powerful countries claim aright to impose their system of Government, their free market
and their concept of human rights on every country.”

The Just Internacional Conference on Rethinking Human Rights
http://www.smpk.jpm.my.[21/06/2000]

“the principles of respect for national sovereignty and territorial integrity as well as non-interference
in the interna affairs of States, and the non-use of human rights as an instrument of political
pressure.” 5

“[d]espite its international aspects, the issue of human rights falls by and large within the sovereignty
of each state.” Human Rightsin China

ZOLLER, Adrien, Claude
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* Human

Rights in China” !

47

”

46

47

“a country’s human rights situation should not be judged in total disregard of its history and national
conditions, nor can it be evaluated according to a preconceived model or conditions of another
country or region.” Human Rightsin China

“the evolution of the situation in regard to human rights is circumscribed by the historical, social,
economic and cultural conditions of various nations, and involves a process of historical development.
Owing to tremendous differences in historical background, socia system, cultura tradition and
economic development, countries differ in their understanding and pratice of human rights.” Human
Rightsin China

“poverty makes a mockery of all civil liberties. Poverty is an obscene violation of the most basic of
individual rights. Only those who have forgotten the pangs of hunger will think of consoling the
hungry by telling them that they should be free before they can eat.” The Real Worl of Human
Rights

“for any country the right to subsistence is the most important of al human rights, without which the
other rights are out of question.” Human Rightsin China
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Rights in China” “ ”

52

53

49

50

51

52

53

“enables children to be born and grow up healthily and live a better life”; “leads to unrestrained
expansion of population so that the majority of people will be short of food and clothing, while some
will even tend to die young.” Human Rightsin China

The Real Worl of Human Rights
Liu Huagiu
“in the event of a social turmoil or other disasters.” Human Rightsin China

“therefore it is the fundamental wish and demand of the Chinese people and a long-term, urgent task
of the Chinese government to maintain national stability.”

“developed countries can do with weak governments or no government. But developing countries
cannot function without strong authority on the part of the government. Unstable and weak
governments will result in chaos, and chaos cannot contribute to the development and well-being of
developing countries.” The Just International Conference on Rethinking Human Rights

14 C:\internet\ISSUED8\PG3C.DOC
P/2003/11/03



57

59

55

58

60

55

56

57

58

59

60

1.10.

“al human rights are universal, indivisible and interdependent and interrelated. The international
community must treat human rights globally in a fair and equal manner, on the same footing, and
with the same emphasis.” 5

“violations of social and cultural rights are often the result of political systems which treat human
rights as being of secondary importance. Economic rights [...] can only be protected where people
are able to exercise their civil and political rights. For example, the right of workers to organise and

form unions to protect their economic rights.” 2
DONNELLY,
Jack
Liu Huagiu
1.10
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PITTS, David. The Noble Endeavor. http://www.usi s-isragl .org.il/publish/journal sdemocracy/
oct.../nobel.html.  [13/1/1993]

“the democracy advocated by the imperialists is a false democracy and the equality and freedom in
their terms are only designed to deceive the working class and to concea the anti-people-oriented
substance of the capitalist system.” HO, Min Yang. North-Korean Syle Freedom and Human Rights.

SUNG Chul Choi. Human Rightsin North Korea, Center for the Advancement of North
Korean Hunan Rights

WACKS, Raymond
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“design for the benefit of the working masses.” HO, Min Yang

“themselves a form of oppression of the majority by the minority or the individual [...]. when given

an extreme interpretation can become a form of injustice and oppression.” The
Challenge Pelanduk

“where once the minority was oppressed by the majority, today is the majority that is oppressed by
the minority and the individual. Nevertheless, so strong is the belief in the new value, i.e. the sanctity
of the ‘right and freedom of the individual’ that this oppression of the majority has received neither
attention nor proper consideration.”
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Plus Five
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“A citizen must be allowed to express his dissenting views at whatever cost. If due to his views being
expressed there is political instability, riots and killings, these have to be accepted. The death of
others, possibly innocent peopleis of less importance than a person’s freedom to dissent. [...] [A]rrest
a political dissident and the whole world condemns the Government for violation of human rights.
That in fact the Government is protecting the rights of millions of other law abiding citizens is
irrelevant. The rights of a political dissident outweighs the well-being of the rest of the population.”

Comonwealth Law Conference http://mww.Smpk.jpm.my.

[21/06/2000]

“Universal human rights standards are rooted in many cultures. We affirm the basis of universality of
human rights which afford protection to al of humanity [...]”
1

Plus Five

“human beings the world over need freedom and security to be able to realize their full potential.”
Freedom from fear and other writings. Penguin
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“when democracy and human rights are said to run counter to non-Western culture, such culture is
usualy defined narrowly and presented as monolithic. In fact, the values that democracy and human
rights seek to promote can be found in many cultures.”

“[o]ne of the main problems is that the present military regime tries to separate civil and political
rights from economic, social and cultural rights. We would like to point out that this cannot be done.
Economic, social and cultural rights are inextricably linked to political and civil rights.”

http://web.one.net.au/~absdf/asskmsg24.htmp. [19/06/2000]

JAYAWICKRAMA, Nihal. An Asian Convention on Human Rights. Lawasia 93
S3.,P16. 115

LEE, Eliza, Human Rights and Non-Western Values, DAVIS, Michael C. (ed.)

“the universality, objectivity and non-selectivity of all human rights and the need to avoid the
application of double standards in the implementation of human rights.” 7
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Philip Alston “
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“reaffirm the independence and indivisibility of economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights,
and the need to give equal emphasisto all categories of human rights.” 10

“while human rights are universal in nature, they must de considered in the context of a dynamic and
evolving process of international norm-setting, bearing in mind the significance of national and
regional particularities and various historical, cultural and religious background.”

8

“All human rights are universal, indivisible and interdependent and interrelated. The international
community must treat human rights globally in a fair and equal manner, on the same footing, and
with the same emphasis. While the significance of national and regional particularities and various
historical, cultura and religious backgrounds must be borne in mind, it is duty of the states,
regardless of their political, economic and cultural systems, to promote and protect al human and
fundamental freedoms.” [.5.
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“that is not to say that there is not enormous room for debate as to the best policies for archiveing the
desired objectives, but simply that the objectives themselves are not open to refutation on economic
rationalist or other grounds.” ALSTON, Philip, Importance of the Inter-Play between Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, and Civil and Political Rights, Human Rights at the Dawn of the 21%
Century, LOH, Christine
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“explore the possihilities of establishing regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of
human rightsin Asia” 26

“Asian states should adopt regional or sub-regiona ingtitutions for the promotion and protection of
human rights. there should be an inter-state Convention on Human Rights, formulated in regional
forums with the collaboration of national and regional NGOs.” 16.2.
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